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From Biden to Trump 2.0: Strategic Dynamics and Impact Assessment of the U.S.-Japan-
Philippines Minilateral Mechanism

CAO Xiao-yang

(National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007)

Abstract: The U.S.-Japan-Philippines trilateral cooperation has been accelerating toward a “quasi-
alliance” framework, becoming a crucial pivot of the U.S. Indo-Pacific strategic framework. While the U.S.-
Japan and U.S.-Philippines relationships are formal alliances, the alliance between Japan and the Philippines
have not been established. However, the institutionalization and further development of trilateral cooperation
reflect an increasing convergence of strategic interests among the three countries. It focuses on maritime security
cooperation, with a particular emphasis on issues of the South China Sea and Taiwan Strait, and demonstrates
the refined adjustments of the U.S. alliance system in the Asia-Pacific. Meanwhile, it is closely intertwined with
other U.S.-led minilateral mechanisms, such as the U.S.-Japan-India-Australia, U.S.-Japan-South Korea, and
U.S.-Japan-Australia frameworks, exerting greater strategic pressure on China, disrupting regional cooperation,
exacerbating divisions within ASEAN, and intensifying bloc confrontations in the Asia-Pacific region. As the
Trump 2.0 era begins, the U.S.-Japan-Philippines trilateral cooperation is expected to continue but will also face
uncertainties and challenges, making its future a subject of close attention.

Keywords: U.S.-Japan-Philippines, Trilateral Security Mechanism, Alliance Network, Asia-Pacific Security,
China-U.S. Relations
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