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China-Thailand Diplomatic Relations of Fifty Years: Modernization’s
Driving Forces for a Centurial Partnership

ZHOU Fangye

( National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007

Abstract: In the past half century, China—Thailand relations have not only reversed the downward trend of more than
a hundred years, but also hit new highs in the process of continuous upward movement, and further opened a new stage of
building a “community with a shared future”. The U—turn in China—Thailand relations is largely due to the fact that the two
sides have followed the trend of the times of “peace and development” and based on the consensus of “seeking common
ground while reserving differences” in the process of choosing the modernization path of rebalancing “political structure—e-
conomic structure—social and cultural structure” , overcoming difficulties together, sharing development, and building a co-
operative environment of political mutual trust, economic mutual benefit, and social and cultural mutual learning. At a time
of great changes unseen in a century, China—Thailand relations have also stood at a new historical starting point and have
begun to work together to open up a more challenging new realm of modernization for latecomer countries.

Key words: China—Thailand relations, community of shared destiny, path to modernization
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