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relations with mineral suppliers in the developing world, the US has used three
modes of cooperation: first, direct cooperation through bilateral channels; second,
leveraging allies and partners to reshape the critical minerals landscape and
the end users of these critical minerals; third, using US-dominated multilateral
mechanisms to influence policies and projects on critical minerals in developing
countries. This negatively impacts China’s position in the supply chains because
it imposes more transaction costs on China when it seeks to cooperate with BRI-
participating countries. On the positive side, though, this will help to highlight the
significance of the BRI because it is difficult for the US to fulfill its commitments
to the developing countries. In view of these US attempts, China needs to improve
and enhance its opening-up for cooperation strategy for the BRI cooperation in
critical minerals. It needs to enhance its influence in the exploration and trade in
critical minerals through technological innovation and uncovering more mineral
reserves, expand the mineral parks in BRI-participating countries to strengthen
cooperation in critical minerals, and boost high-quality cooperation through
digital and green technologies.

[ Key Words ] American foreign policy, critical minerals, supply chains, high-
quality development in the BRI

59 “Small yet Smart” Projects and High-quality Development of the Belt and Road
Initiative
by Liu Le
[ Abstract ] “Small yet smart” projects are an important part of the high-
quality development of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). On the one hand,
China actively promotes “small yet smart” projects because they can take good
advantage of existing achievements of the BRI (e.g., connectivity), attract a more
diverse set of Chinese entities to truly “go global,” optimize the composition of the
BRI projects, improve the BRI’s reputation, and help deliver on the promises and
potentials of the BRI. On the other hand, the characteristics of “small yet smart”
projects, such as short project cycles, low costs, and greater accessibility, are also
highly compatible with the BRI’s emphasis on high-quality development. In the
past decade, the BRI has had a series of landmark “small yet smart” projects,
such as the promotion of Juncao technology, Luban Workshops, the Brightness
Journey initiative, and Access to Satellite TV for 10,000 African Villages. It has
also accumulated a lot of experiences on how to approach “small yet smart”
projects. Looking into the future, in order to better promote high-quality
development of the BRI, all parties involved can further pursue high-quality “small
yet smart” projects by grasping the core requirements of both “small” and “smart”

to appreciate the duality of the concept, jointly building a coordinated support
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system, establishing an evaluation system, skillfully representing the projects to
the rest of the world, and striking the right balance between flagship projects and
“small yet smart” ones.

[ Key Words ] “small yet smart”, improvement of people’s livelihood improvement,
the Belt and Road Initiative, high-quality development, international cooperation

on development

78 The Adjustment of Russian Policy toward the Belt and Road Initiative in the

Context of the Russia-Ukraine Conflict
by Wang Shuchun & Chen Ziyuan

[ Abstract ] After the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine conflict in 2022, Russia
has placed cooperation with China front and center on its domestic and
foreign agendas. Specifically, it has actively promoted energy and infrastructure
cooperation with China, dropped its objection to the China-Kyrgyzstan-
Uzbekistan railway project, relaxed restrictions on Chinese participation in Arctic
development, and accelerated efforts to coordinate the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) and the Eurasian Economic Union. The adjustment of Russian policy is
influenced by both international and domestic factors. International factors
include Russia’s widening power gap with China and the US in the economic,
military, and technological domains, its comprehensive confrontation with the
West, its declining influence in Central Asia, and the comprehensive development
of Sino-Russian relations. The domestic factor is a positive shift in Russian
political and non-political elites” perceptions of the BRI as a result of the current
international situation. The positive turn in Russia’s BRI policy as a result of these
two factors has eased the pressure Russia faces as it confronts the West, promoted
the development of the BRI, and improved the way China and Russia interact in
Central Asia. In the short term, the direction of Russia’s current policy adjustment
will remain unchanged. In the long run, however, Russian policy on the BRI may
be adjusted in the reverse direction given the expedient nature and purpose of the
current adjustment and the uncertainty surrounding what comes when the Russia-
Ukraine conflict ends.
[ key Words ] Russia-Ukraine conflict, Russia’s foreign policy, perception of
Russian elites, the Belt and Road Initiative, Sino-Russia relations

101 Post-war Reconfiguration of the Geopolitical Order: Northeast Asia on Land and
in the Sea

by Li Dungiu & Chen Beibei

[ Abstract ] Since the end of WWII and especially after the Cold War, there has

been a clear shift from the continent to the oceans in the geopolitical order
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