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emerged as a key term., seemingly a rejection of the long-held non-
alignment principle. However, this paper argues that multi-alignment is not
a departure from non-alignment, still less a rejection of it. Non-alignment is
neither an ideology nor is it synonymous with Nehru’s foreign policy;
rather, it is a theoretical framework that transcends changes in the
international status quo, and which is deeply rooted in India’s strategic
culture, reflecting its pursuit of strategic autonomy as a great power.
Changes in the nature of India’s foreign policy depend on both constant and
variable factors. The basic constant factors include India’s national security
ideology centered around “Curzonism”, major power strategies, and great
power strategic autonomy. The main variable factors involve the conflict
between secularism and Hindu nationalism in Indian politics, major power
relations, and significant adjustments in the foreign strategies of leading
global powers. Understanding India’s diplomatic evolution requires
attention to both constant and variable elements.

KEY WORDS: Indian Diplomacy; Non-alignment; Multi-alignment;
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India’s Role in Sino-American Rivalry: Strategic Logic and Future Prospects

By Yang Xiaoping

ABSTRACT: Strategic competition between China and the U. S. has
presented India with strategic benefits, which in turn have altered its
perceptions of both strategic opportunities and threats. This has widened the
gap between India’s self-identity and expectations of its external role. Using
role theory as an analytical framework, the paper explores how India’s

desire to play a global leadership role contrasts with the limited acceptance
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of such a role for India by core Indo-Pacific nations. Consequently, India
attempts to reshape its role through selective identity switching and
strategically highlighting its “ Hindu characteristics”, while selectively
adopting a “global leadership” role. However, frequent identity switching
has caused confusion about India’ s role on the global stage.India’ s
emphasis on its “Hindu characteristics” could reinforce the U. S. perception
of India as an “emerging other”, thereby complicating the foundational
basis for U. S. -India strategic cooperation vis-a-vis the “China threat”. The
tension between India’s self-perceptions and the role that it plays
internationally will likely increase in the future.

KEY WORDS: Sino-American Rivalry; India; Strategic Benefits;

Hindutva; Role Theory

An Evaluation of Modi Government’s “Link West” Policy

By Sun Xianpu &. Yang Binxin

ABSTRACT: India’s geographic proximity to the Middle East and its long-
standing interactions with the region make it a significant external player in
Middle Eastern affairs. The Middle East is a key focus of India’s foreign
policy. Following the Modi government’ s ascension to power in 2014,
India’ s foreign policy has become increasingly proactive, introducing the
“Link West” policy and placing high emphasis on multifaceted cooperation
with Middle Eastern nations. The “Link West” policy, aimed at boosting
India’s international influence in the Middle East, counterbalancing
Pakistan’ s influence, and positioning India as a sustainable partner for
Middle Eastern nations. Modi’ s approach employs tools like summit

diplomacy, economic diplomacy, energy diplomacy, and public diplomacy
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