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strengthening domestic security governance, but also promoting international
security cooperation. As China’s primary external areas, the neighboring countries
hold great significance for China’s efforts to safeguard its national security. Over the
past decade, China has been actively implementing the holistic approach to national
security and consolidating international cooperation with its neighboring countries
in different fields such as political security, territorial security, military security, and
economic security, which aims to better safeguard China’s new pattern of development
with new security architecture. The history of China’s neighborhood security
cooperation has exhibited the following characteristics: integrating security with
development, comprehensively promoting security in all fields, respecting differences
while appreciating uniqueness, and combining strategic planning with pragmatic
advancement. By actively practicing the holistic approach to national security in its
relationship with neighboring countries, China can better safeguard its core interests
in sovereignty, security, and development, foster a peaceful and stable surrounding
environment, as well as facilitate the construction of a neighborhood security
community. However, in the process of practicing the holistic approach to national
security in neighboring countries, China still faces problems and challenges like the
lack of mutual trust in security, the abuse of the concept of security in the
international community, and the limited systemic effects. Hence, it is necessary for
China and its neighboring countries to gradually advance the construction of a
neighborhood security community based on the principle of “seeking common
ground while reserving differences”.

[Keywords] the holistic approach to national security, neighborhood security,
neighborhood security community, neighborhood diplomacy

[Author] LING Shengli, Professor and Deputy Director of the Institute of
International Relations, China Foreign Affairs University (Beijing, 100037).

Making Sense of the Security Philosophy of Contemporary China
LIU Le

[Abstract] The security philosophies held by security actors can be abstracted and
understood by analyzing their logic of thinking and way of behavior in security
politics. Contemporary China’s security philosophy can serve as an example. Since
its reform and opening up, based on its own strategic judgment that peace and
development are the themes of the times, China has put forward a new security
concept whose development can be divided into two phases, namely, a new security
concept featuring mutual trust, mutual benefit, equality and coordination, and a new
vision of security featuring common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable
security. The new security concept advocated by China is in sharp contrast to the old
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one in five aspects: political foundation, security structure and strategy, dispute
response, and guarantee of peace. Specifically, the security philosophy of contemporary
China can be summarized as oneness security, compatibility security and development
security, which calls for heightening awareness of potential dangers and preserving
fighting spirit. Frankly speaking, China’s security philosophy also faces a variety of
problems in terms of cost, action and competitiveness. These problems to be addressed
serve as the theoretical propositions and practical issues that contemporary China’s
security diplomacy needs to answer and accomplish.

[Keywords] security concept, security politics, security diplomacy, new security
concept, Global Security Initiative, a community of shared security for mankind
[Author] LIU Le, Assistant Research Fellow, National Institute of International
Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (Beijing, 100007).

Green Issue Alliance and Compound Securitization Practice:
Construction Logic of the US Critical Minerals Alliance

LI Xinlei and LAI Chang

[Abstract] As the consensus of carbon neutrality has become the mainstream
cognition of global climate governance, critical minerals, as core elements supporting
the clean energy transition, exert an important impact on whether a country can
obtain a green competitive advantage in the emerging low-carbon order. Facing the
green rise of major emerging countries such as China, the US feels a strong sense of
hegemonic anxiety and insecurity about its structural disadvantage in the supply of
critical minerals. For this reason, the US has chosen to adjust its traditional alliance
systems, trying to reshape strategic advantages over its competitors in the critical
minerals field through the construction of a green issue alliance. In order to solve the
legitimacy and policy constraints in the process of alliance adjustment, the US has
launched the practice of compound securitization in which the securitized discourse
practice aims to frame the legitimacy of the alliance adjustment, arouse a sense of
insecurity among its domestic audiences and external allies, and clarify the goals and
specific practices that need to be addressed by the issue alliance in the field of
critical minerals. At the same time, the securitized policy practice of the US aims to
promote policy coordination with its allies on critical minerals issues. At the bilateral
and multilateral levels, the US has established a series of nested, multifaceted
cooperation mechanisms. The intertwined securitized discourse practice and securitized
policy practice finally lead to the establishment of the US-led critical minerals
alliance. However, the critical minerals alliance still faces significant defects in its
philosophy, divergence management and resource support, thus making its
effectiveness difficult to meet the expectations of the US government.
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