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The Security Order of South Asia and India’ s
Differentiation of Regional Strategy

Yang Xiaoping

China)

Abstract: From the theoretical level this paper categorizes the security order of South Asia as hegemony — authoritarian mode.

Under this context it tries to examine the differentiation strategies that India as the regional dominant power has adopted at its

process of strategic rise upon three different types of power namely the outside rising power China the inside rivalry Pakistan

and other small regional powers. These strategies have enhanced the asymmetry between India and Pakistan which may foster a

more unstable security order of South Asia in the future. At the same time other small countries in South Asia may try to hedge

against India by “taking advantage of China”

thus enhancing the instability of the security order in South Asia. India internal—

ized China as security threat in the name of security and it has squeezed the strategic space for potential Sino — India cooperation

in South Asia.

Key words: security order; hegemony — authoritarian mode; differentiation strategies; hedge; internalization
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