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Integrity Cooperation Theory and China’s

Cooperation with Neighboring Countries

WANG Junsheng
Abstract: Analyzing cooperation theories in existing international relations literature firstly, this article
constructed an analytic framework from the perspective of Integrity Cooperation Theory based on factors
involving interest, trust, communication, “two-level games” of domestic politics, and international politics.
Building on this, the article points out that mutual interdependence of economic interests and close exchange of
culture are conducive to China’s cooperation with neighboring countries, but far more such effort needs to be
done in the political and security fields. In terms of trust building, China's cooperation with neighboring
countries mainly relies on economic and cultural mechanisms, and is far from touching the political and
security mechanisms, which are being treated at a much lower level. Communication between governments is
vigorous while a huge asymmetry still exists in civil communication. The close economic cooperation failed to
promote the favor degree from neighboring countries ; therefore, the effect of spillover of economic cooperation
cannot be exaggerated. The final part of this article also puts forward targeted recommendations, including
utilizing the similar background of culture, enriching the political and security dialogue, and correcting the

imbalance of exchange between China and neighboring countries.
Keywords: Neighborhood Diplomacy, Integrity Cooperation Theory, Environment of Neighborhood

Cooperation



