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A Study of “Relationship Crisis” Among Nations:
Based on the Case Study of Sino-US Relations

Wang Junsheng Tian Derong

Abstract: “Relationship crisis” is a special form of international relations. It is a
transitional state of international confrontation between peace and conflict, which is
not only different from the highly military confrontation state shown in international
crisis, but also different from the vague state of demilitarized competition among
nations. “Relationship”is shaped by the behavioral interactions among international
actors. Therefore, the negative interactions brought by the conflict of interests
among nations are the root cause of the “relationship crisis,” while the hostility
among nations is the main or direct cause of the spiraling “relationship crisis.”
Drawing on the path of mutual influence between domestic politics and international
politics claimed by neoclassical realism theory, this paper uses the framework of
“contact-internalization-abduction” to explain the negative interactions among
nations, so as to demonstrate the logic of the emergence and spiral-like rise of
hostility. Finally, this paper takes Sino-US relations as a case to further analyze this
concept, holding that positive crisis management can have a positive impact on the
“relationship crisis.” However, crisis management is only a process rather than an

outcome. Therefore, conflicts may still occur in the process of crisis management.

Key Words: “Relationship Crisis”; Hostility; Crisis Management; Sino-US Relations
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