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Thailand’ s Perception and Response to the Indo—Pacific Strategy :
Geo—gravity Balance Strategy for a “Medium Country”

ZHOU Fang-ye

(National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007)

Abstract ; In recent years, in response to the geopolitical pressure caused by the Indo—Pacific strategy promoted by the

“
essen-

United States, Japan, India and Australia, Thailand has formed a self-positioning of the “medium country” and the
tial but not critical sub—regional pivot” of Indo—Pacific strategy. Thailand believes that the root of the Indo—Pacific strategy
lies in the reshaping of regional order, which will increase regional security risks, but will also provide some stimuli for cross
—regional connectivity and development, and will promote the institutionalization of international rules. As a result, Thailand
adopted an active geopolitical strategy of “using China and the United States as the main axis to maintain geopolitical balance;
using Japan and India as two wings to disperse the gravity of large powers; and using ASEAN as the foundation to enhance the
ability to resist risks”, trying to maintain the dynamic balance of the geo—gravity structure, so as to seek benefits and avoid
harm, and even turn crises into opportunities. In this regard, it is necessary for China to pay attention to the role of Thailand’
s sub—regional pivot, so as to prevent political risks, to fill in security shortcomings, to consolidate economic advantages, to
expand cultural ties, and to steadily promote the sustainable development of Sino—Thai strategic cooperation.
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