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National Strategic Options for Foreign QOil Dependence:. Energy
Independence or Interdependence
Li Bing

Abstract: Energy strategies are central to a state’s economic development and
have implications for national welfare and popular livelihood If domestic resources
fail to meet energy needs, energy import of a state becomes an important option
for national energy strategy. In general, oil represents a major proportion of overall
energy imports. As net quantity of oil imports increase, a state begins to face
uncertainties in energy security as external oil dependency increases In
consequence, importing oil then evolves into a trade-off between strategies of
energy independence and interdependence. The article weighs those two strategies,
and through a review and comparison of their strategic background, current
statuses and related measures, it argues that China should continue to promote
energy cooperation to exit the “utopia” of energy self-sufficiency. Regardless of the
preference for the above choices, both strategies require careful coordination
between policy design and implementation and meanwhile possess their respective
advantages and disadvantages, therefore a state should select an optimal energy
system incompliance with its national characteristics, which is the best way for
states to ensure their energy security.

Key Words: Energy Strategy; Foreign Oil Dependence; Energy
Independence; Energy Interdependence; International Energy Cooperation

About the Author: Li Bing is a PhD Student of the Zhou Enlai School of

Government at Nankai University

Political Mistrust and Paths for Energy Cooperation: The Belt and
Road Initiative and Regional Energy Cooperation in Northeast Asia

Piao Guangji, Guo Xia and Li Fang

Abstract: The distribution of resources across Northeast Asia and the

level of economic development of the various states complement one another

such that the conditions are ripe for energy cooperation. What needs to be
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explored is the path for advancing regional energy security through energy
cooperation in the absence of political trust. In this paper, we develop a
theoretical framework for regional energy cooperation, which we use to
consider the process that Europe and North America went through in terms
of establishing mechanisms for such cooperation. The framework identifies
three foundational conditions for cooperation: availability of energy
resources, supply and demand, and political trust, and applies these to
analyze the characteristics of energy cooperation in each case. Based on this
analysis, this paper turns next to exploring why progress on energy
cooperation has been so slow in Northeast Asia. It is argued that the energy
channels and infrastructure proposed by the Belt and Road Initiative can
alleviate or even resolve the problem of regional energy supply shortage. In
reality, it is relatively small-scale modes of bilateral cooperation which build
space and time for regional energy cooperation and mutual trust to take root.
Progress incooperation is gradually accumulated, and region-wide
cooperation can become possible. In this way, Northeast Asia can gradually
establish a platform for regional energy cooperation, even in the face of a
lack of political trust.

Key Words: Northeast Asia; Energy Cooperation; Political Mistrust;
Belt and Road Initiative

About the Authors: Piao Guangji is a Researcher in the Institute of Asia-
Pacific and Global Strategy of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; Guo
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An Analysis of the Dynamic Evolution of Post-War Japan’s Foreign

Aid and International Strategy: A Comparison with Euro-
American Perspectives

Zhao Jianzhi and Ouyang Zhe

Abstract: The comparison and evolution of the approach of international

aid have long been critical topics of research in the field of international

political economy. An equally important question is the state strategy

underlying the selection of different policy paths. With the rapid increase in

China’s foreign aid, the question of how to borrow from the lessons and
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